
Writing Coverage in EYFS 

From Development Matter for 3&4 Year Olds ( in FS1/ Nursery) 

Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. 

Write some or all of their name. 

Write some letters accurately. 

 

 From Development Matter for Children in Reception (FS2) 

Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 

Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using a 

capital letter and full stop. 

Re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense. 

 

ELGs for end of EYFS – Expected Level 

Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;  

 

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or 

letters;  

 

Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Y1/2 Writing Progression Grid 

Narrative 

Beginning, middle and end. 

Mostly written in past tense. 

Includes noun phrases to describe settings or characters. 

4 parts to story.  Beginning, middle, problem, ending. 

Stories written in past tense. 

Writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others 
(real and fictional) 

Uses a range of openers to vary sentence structure. 

Report 

Writes facts in simple sentences. 

Relevant facts grouped together. 

Some use of sub-headings. 

Write simple non-chronological reports using sentences to describe aspects of 
the subject. 

Use because to explain in a sentence. 

Sentence to introduce e.g. definition, factual statement. 

Begin to use some generalisations. 

Use of subordination to explain (however, because, although) 

Use of key words around chosen subject. 

Instructions 

Is telling the reader to do something (writing simple commands) 

At least two sequenced steps. 

Each new instruction on a new line. 

Use of imperatives though may be repetitive. 

Bullet points or numbers used to indicate order. 

Some logical sequence (may not be consistent). 

Some use of adverbs to add detail (carefully etc.) 

May include a list of ingredients, tools and/or diagrams. 



Explanations 

Simple explanations e.g. life cycles (taught through topic) 

Uses simple listing conjunctive adverbs e.g. first, then, after that 

Uses time conjunctive adverbs e.g. two weeks later, after two hours. 

Recount 

Past tense used (may not be consistent) 

May be repetitive (I did, I did..) structure (largely based on personal experiences) 

Beginning sentence detailing who, where and when. 

Some listing conjunctive adverbs used (first, then, after that) 

Introductory sentence. 

May include conclusion in form of a sentence to summarise feelings. 

Mostly in past tense. 

Basically chronological 

Wider use of listing conjunctive adverbs e.g. then, next, after that. 

Can write a recount in character of real or imaginary events. 

SPaG 

Composing a sentence orally before writing it. 

Writing can mostly be understood without mediation. 

Can combine words to write a simple sentence. 

Separation of words with spaces. 

Joins words and clauses using a coordinating conjunction (and, but, so) 

Is beginning to write questions. 

Is beginning to write statements with an exclamation mark to show a strong 
emotion. 

Some use of subordination to explain i.e. use of because… 

Spells some words correctly and making phonetically plausible attempts at 
others. 

Spells some Y1 common exception words correctly. 

Includes expanded noun phrases for description and specification (e.g. blue 
butterfly, plain flour, the man in the moon) 



Some variation in sentence openings to avoid repetition. 

Mostly subjects and verbs agree (I was, we were) 

Uses continuous verb forms in the past and present tense e.g. she is drumming, 
he was shouting. 

Correct choice and c consistent use of present tense/ past tense throughout 
writing. 

Uses the suffixes –er, -est in adjectives and –ly to turn adjectives into a adverbs. 

Can write exclamations beginning with ‘what/ how’ and ending with a verb. 

Uses a range of sentence types as part of their writing. 

Spell most common exception words (Y1 and 2) correctly in their writing. 

Segment spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, 
spelling many of these words correctly and making phonetically plausible 
attempts at others. 

Punctuation 

Capital letter for I. 

Demarcate most sentences with a full stop.   

Capital letter to start a sentence. 

Question mark 

Capital letters for names. 

Can write statements using accurate punctuation. 

Can write commands using accurate punctuation. 

Can write exclamations using accurate punctuation.   

Demarcate most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops and 
use question marks correctly when required. 

Commas to separate items in a list. 

Use the punctuation taught at KS1 mostly correctly (e.g. possessive apostrophes, 
contractions, commas in a list) 

Edit and Improve 

Re-reading what they have written to check that it makes sense. 

Discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils. 

Make simple additions, revisions and proof reading corrections to their own 
writing. 

Re-reading to check that their writing makes sense. 



Handwriting 

Sits correctly at the table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly. 

Begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in 
the correct place. 

Form capital letters. 

Use spaces between words consistently. 

Forms digits 0 – 9. 

Form capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to 
one another and to lower-case letters. 

Use spacing between words which reflects the size of the letters. 
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Y3/4 Writing Progression Grid 

Narrative 

5 Parts to story: Opening, Build up, Dilemma, Events, 
Resolution 

Includes simple details of characters, feelings and 
settings (must include all three) 

Clear structure which includes ending to round off 
logically. 

Use written dialogue to show-not-tell personality and 
move the plot on. 

Report 

Usually present tense (unless historical) 

Third person narrator 

Use of sub-headings (as appropriate) 

Includes generalisations to good effect i.e. most, the 
majority of, usually 

Introduction needs to introduce the subject matter. First 
sentence can be bossy: “Imagine a time when ….” or 
descriptive “Fast and sleek,……” 

Conclusion may refer back to the TAP, may be a WOW 
fact, a joke, a plea to the reader... 

Instructions 

Includes introduction makes outcome desirable; 
sentence opener may be bossy or descriptive (as for 
Reports) 

May include "You will need several items:"  structure 
which must begin with independent clause as stated. 

Consistent use of imperatives with some variation. 

Adverbials used to tell the reader how to do the steps. 

Logically sequenced points in chronological order. 

Listing conjunctive adverbs for coherence or ordinal 
numbers (but not both). 

Conclusion may refer to the context of TAP or the use of 
the newly-made item 

Simile/ comparative/ superlative used for clarity e.g. roll 
out until it is as thick as.... 

Explanation 

A process with at least 4 steps. 

Title is a question. 

Introduction makes it clear that the text will explain a 
process. 

Some result conjunctive adverbs: because, to ensure, 
this results in, this causes. 

Mostly logically sequenced using listing and/or time 
conjunctive adverbs 

Consistent tense (usually present tense) 

Conclusion relates to TAP e.g. Next time you see..... 

Recount 

A brief introduction, giving some of the 5 'Ws' to 
acclimatise reader, set the tone / formality / mood to the 
piece e.g. Finally! Hooray! Poor me!. 

Consistent use of  past  tense. 

Chronological with some use of time/listing conjunctive 
adverbs 

Reactions to events described (if appt.) 

Appropriate level of formality according to text type. 

Simple conclusion which matches the TAP e.g. You can 
tell I'm having fun, can't you? 

Persuasion 

Introduction establishes the purpose of the text... what 
are they selling? What do they want people to do? Not 
do? 

Descriptive words and phrases match the TAP – 
positive, comparative and superlative adjectives 

Structure of the text matches the TAP – usually into, 
body and conclusion 

Suitable range of sentence structures used i.e. 
statement, command, question. 

Conclusion mentions the purpose of the text one last 
time. 

Paragraphing 

Paragraphs are marked by indents (not missing lines) 

In non-fiction, related facts are organised into 
paragraphs 

In non-fiction, develop use of a topic sentence to 
introduce paragraphs 

In fiction, link paragraphs using time conjunctive adverbs 

In fiction, link paragraphs using continued action e.g. By 
the time his wails had become quiet sobs, he…… 

Sentence Structure 

Start with a simile e.g. As curved as a ball, the moon 
shone brightly in the night sky. 

Adverb (one word) starters to add when/where/how 
detail e.g. Amazingly, Upstairs, Slowly,  

Adverbial phrases used as a 'where' , 'when' or 'how' 
starter (fronted adverbials) e.g. At the back of the eye, is 
the retina. 

Uses subordinate clauses as openers e.g. When, While, 
Because, 

Uses prepositions: at, underneath, since, towards, 
beneath, beyond. 

Conditionals - if. NB> If you start with if, you have to 
include the comma. 

Punctuation 

Sentences consistently punctuated with capital letter and 
full stop ! or ? 

Comma after adverb opener 

Comma after fronted adverbial phrase 

Comma to link subordinate clause openers to main 
clause. 

Punctuates direct speech with two pairs of speech marks 
(then) 

Punctuates direct speech with two pairs of speech marks 
and comma. 
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Y5/6 Writing Progression Grid 

Narrative 

Maintain plot consistently. 

Vary sentence length for effect including short 
sentences for impact 

Describes physical sensations,  thoughts and 
feelings to develop characterisation 

Vocabulary indicates location/era of story e.g. 
wireless= WWII 

Full punctuation of direct speech ("", .? ! ) 

Manipulates reader's impression of characters 
through their speech and action, creating detailed 
characterisation. 

Report 

Introduction, which makes the subject of the report 
appeal to the intended audience, mentions content 
of other paragraphs. 

All paragraphs are smoothly linked by forward or 
back reference or repetition of the same word(s). 

Includes expert comments/ statistics to add 
authenticity 

Includes appropriate technical vocabulary which is 
explained in brackets, clause or glossary. 

Range of impersonal descriptive devices used. 

Wide range of generalisations (the vast majority of, 
apart from a minority of, a significant proportion). 

Conclusion summarises and reiterates the purpose 
of the report 

Instruction 

Introduction to engage & orientate reader. May 
include factual info to engage. 

Use of brackets/dashes to address reader (if 
appropriate) 

You will need is an independent clause punctuated 
with a  colon 

Logical sequence. 

Varied imperatives including their location in 
sentence. 

Adverbs/adverbial phrases used to tell the reader 
how to do the steps. 

Conclusion refers back to intro and may mention 
other points. 

Explanation 

Clear introduction - engages intended audience in 
the process and meets the intended purpose 
(which may be beyond only explaining). 

Chronological structure with time/sequencing 
conjunctive adverbs used to link. 

Wide range of result conjunctive adverbs e.g. so 
that, as a result or, in order to 

Appropriate technical vocabulary explained in 
brackets, clause or glossary. 

Conclusion refers to TAP 

Descriptive vocabulary, including figurative 
language, matches the TAP of the text 
 
 
 

 

Recount 

A range of forms and levels of formality - magazine 
article, postcard, diary for peers, parents, officials 

An introduction with the necessary 5Ws (according 
the text type) and which establishes the mood of 
the piece e.g. Eureka! in a diary or An ominous 
silence blanketed the city of Sheffield this morning 
as.... 

Consistent tense  

 Well-paced through use of sequential and time 
conjunctive adverbs. 

Reactions included - varied viewpoints if 
appropriate. 

A conclusion to close, referencing earlier content 
and  looking to the future 

Persuasion 

Layout supports the purpose of the test e.g. letter, 
poster, radio ad. 

An appropriate level of formality is maintained 
throughout the writing. 

Vocabulary/stylistic devices fully support the 
purpose and engage the reader e.g. alliteration, 
figurative language, rhetorical devices. 

Description used effectively to meet the TAP and 
includes figurative language i.e. 
positive/comparative/superlative adjectives 

Range of modal verbs used to extol the virtues of 
compliance e.g. You could have the cleanest 
kitchen in Cardiff..... We must stop this cruelty 
before.... 

Paragraphing 

In non-fiction introduction mentions content of 
other paragraphs 

Ideas across paragraphs are linked using a wide 
range of cohesive devices (adverbials, pronouns, 
repetition, reference chains to avoid repetition of 
nouns) 

In fiction, ideas between paragraphs are linked 
using time conjunctive adverbs or continued action  

In non-fiction,  ideas between paragraphs are 
linked using forward and back reference. 

Cohesion within paragraphs is made using 
pronoun references and /or synonyms to avoid 
repetition 

Paragraphs are clearly indented - not missing lines 

In non-fiction topic sentences are used to introduce 
subjects at the start of paragraphs 

In non-fiction, conclusions refer back to other 
paragraphs and introduction. 

Sentence Structure 

Uses a range of modal verbs 

Active and passive voice used. e.g. Active: Tom 
accidentally dropped the glass. Passive: The glass 
was accidentally dropped by Tom. 

Uses a range of appropriate figurative language to 
create effect e.g. alliteration, metaphor, simile, 
personification, puns and emotive phrases. 

Uses a range of verb forms - simple past, simple 
present, imperatives, progressives (was/were + 
verb and is/ are + verb), present participles (verb 
with -ing ending 

Prepositions used for precision 

Secure control of complex sentences, 
understanding how clauses can be manipulated to 
achieve different effects. 
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Punctuation  

Commas as per comma code – no errors (this 
includes omissions) 

Dash- or pair of dashes – used for informal asides. 

Punctuation of parenthesis () or ,,  

Hyphens to avoid ambiguity e.g. man eating shark 
versus man-eating shark. 

Colon used to punctuate the start of a list. 

Colons used to link two sentences when the 
second describes the first e.g. I've got no money 
left: I spent it at Meadowhall. (because can replace 
the colon) 

Semi-colons used to link separate short sentences. 
E.g. e.g. Vikki likes dogs; Caroline likes cats. (and 
or but can replace the semi-colon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


